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is of the very higheſt importance, has thought 
proper, not only to print, but to 
ginal diſcourſe in ſome places, and to annex notes, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE 8 being peifuates 8 2 
lief of the Doctrines principally handled here 


enlarge the ori- 


additional ſcripture proofs, &c. for the farther 


information and ſatisfaction of his hearers ; and 


that the inquirer after TxUTH may have as much 
evidence as can well be brought within the com- 
paſs' of a Sermon. Should any be hereby led to, 
or ſtrengthened in the love of that Truth which —- 
Gop hath revealed, and which is the only wiſ- © ; 


dom that can render us happy, let them not 


delay to offer thanks and praiſe to Him who | 
alone giveth the increaſe, and pray for the divine 
blefling, favour, and ſupport to a oy unworthy 
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© us than to be able to diſtinguiſh truth 
error, and what is ſound doctrine from 
falſe opinions in religion; becauſe our preſent and ever- 


laſting happineſs depends upon our knowing and obeying 


the TxuTR, And this mult appear the more 


| neceſſary 
when we der, that unleſs we learn to worſhip God . 
in that Which az hath appointed, and not man, we 


can rendeFHim no acceptable obedience, ; all our 
7 ſervices will be in vain, We are warranted 
to ſay fo from our Lord's words concerning the falſe 


teachers of His day, the Scribes, Phariſees, and Law- 


yer, who were fo blindly and ſtubbornly attached to 
the fanciful traditions of their E/ders and Rabbies, that 
the Won of Gop had gradually loſt its authority with 
them, and was, in many. inſtances, ſer aſide, to follow 
| human inventions : But in vain they do worſhip Mx, 
teaching for doctrines the commandments of UR. Mat. 


corrupt and 


| Speck thou the things which becoms x0unD Dorum. 
N er importance to 


15. 9. If we are content to take our religion from the 


authority and examples of men, whilſt the Bini is 
neglected, and its peculiar doctrines diſbelieved, all our 


ſervices are in vain. They are no other than will. wor- 
Pip, and ſo far from being plea/ing to God, are turned 
into fin before Riu, and Ks mult 
rente. We may a of our out ward oblerv- 
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hold them in abb“ 
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ances and forms, our nice attention to ceremom and 
order, our regular conduct and moral behaviour; but 
whilſt we diſregard the plain rule of His woxd, thoſe 
awful reproofs will — — ſuit us: Hath the Loxb as 
great delight in burnt offerings and ſacrifices, as in ontv- 
ING the voicz of the Lokd? Bebold, to oH is better 
than SACRIFICE ; and to HEARKEN than the fat of rams. 
For REBELLION ig as the fin of WITCHCRAFT, and STUB=. 
BORNNESS is as iniquity and 1DOLATRY. M bat baſt 
THOU to do to declare My STATUTES, or that THoy ſhould-. 
eft take My COVENANT in thy MOUTH; /eeing thou bateſt 
INSTRUCTION, and caſteſt My woRDs bebind thee? When 
ye come to appear before Mz, who bath required this at 
- YOUR HAND, 1 tread My CcouRTS? Bring no more 
VAIN oblations ; INCENSE ig an ABOMINATION 4710 ME, 
the calling of ASSEMBLIES 4 cannot away With, it is 
' IN1QUITY, even the SOLEMN MEETING, Te are they 
which JusTIFy YOURSELVES BEFORE MEN; but GoD 
knoweth your HEARTS : for that which is HIGHLY Es- 
- TEEMED among MEN, is ABOMINATION in gde fight of 
hm 1 Sam. xv. 22. Pſ. 1 T 12, 13. 
e xvi. 18. Hence it is plain, that inciples 
and e may have the applauſe of the ul 
and be highly eſteemed by men; and yet abomination it- 
ſelf before Goo. How needful then to ceaſe from man, 
and bumbly to ſeek inſtruction from Gop's Worp, 
which, from the nature of a divine revelation, can teach 
but one ſyſtem of truths neceſſarily relating to our ſal- 
vation; and which muſt be harmonious and conſiſt- 
ent in themſelves. And though we find ten thouſand 
diſcordant opinions contended for by men, who follow 
their own varying underſtandings ; yet we ſhall certainly 
be led into the Txurn, if, with ſelf-denying meek- 
rieſs, ſimplicity, and prayer, we ſearch the Scriptures. 
Through the blindneſs and depravity of our own hearts, 
and the world around us, we are neceſſarily in a i- 
derneſs, croſſed by numberleſs windings, full of ſnares 
and pit-falls, and moſt dangerous mazes of error: yet 


a ftrait 


— 


m b + 
4 *4 
by 


— 


. 
a ſtrait and narrow way of ſaſety lies before us; and 
a falthful God hath promiſed, that be wayfaring men, 
fools, ſhall not err therein. Iſ. xxxv. 8. Theſe 
travellers have all confeſſed themſelves fools that thay 
might be wiſe ; for they truſt in the Lord with all their 
heart ; and lean not to-their own underſtanding. 1 Cor. 
iii. 18. Prov. iii. 5. It is faid, there muſt be berefies 
among us, that they which are 1 may be made 
MANIFEST. 1 Cor. xi. 19. Theſe are trials for the 
uprigbt, by which their faith is evidenced, ftrengthened, 
and made to ſhine brighter,” to the praiſe of Him that 
xzeeps them; whilſt unfable profeſſers, mere formaliſts, 
and ſuch as truſt in themſelves, ur in men, are toſſed 10 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
and ftumble, and fail, and are broken, and ſnared, and 
taten. Eph. iv. 14. Ifaiah viii. 15. Abominable he- 
reſies and impious ſuperſtitions had crept into Chriſtian 
Churches, even in the Apoſtles' times ; and many more 
were predicted. Thus we read of the doFrine of Balaam, 
and the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, both bateful to Goo. 


OY wo / 


SEE 6 ES did Þ& on Bet 


3. Rev. ii. And the dofirines of ibe man of fin, or the 
les . Pope and his followers, are called doctrines of devils. 
d, 2 Theſſ. ii. 3— 12. with 1 Tim. iv. 1. The New Teſta- 
it- ment abounds with cautions, to beware of falſe , prophets 
In, and antichriſtas, and of the many deceivers, who were 
D, then, and ſhould afterwards be in the world. And we 
ch frequently find the Apoſtles, - after the example, and by 
al- the authority of their a warning the churches; 
ſt- Done crying, Beware led ye be led aw with the error 
nd of the wicked ; a ſecond, Contend earneſtly for the rArrn 
o which was once, deliver to the Saints; and à third, 
aly Charge ſame that they teach no oTHER poctrinE: and 
k- - in another place, Beware let any man ſpoil you through 
es. PHILOSOPHY, and vain deceit, after the tradition of MEN, 
1 after the rudiments of the woxl b, and not after Cuz1sT 3 
A and again, Hold faft tbe form of s0UunD worDs; and in 
res the text, Speak tbau the — which become $0UND DOC- 
yet TRINE, 2. Pet. iii. 17. Jude 3. 1 Tim, i. 3. Col. il. 8. 
ait * B 2 2 Tim. 
< 


5 | * 
. E | 
2 Tim. i. 13. This Epiſtle was written to Titus 
Biſbep of the church in Crete; and the words juſt cited 
may be conſidered as an addreſs to every Chriſtian 
miniſter; Speak thou, &c, I have choſen them with ap- 
plication 2 and the co in which I ſtand 

ore you this day, as your. Miniſter, inted ſuch 

by the call and Providence of Gon. gi ct of 
this me arduous of all undertakings, I cannot but feel 
my own inſufficiency ; and wvho is ſufficient for theſe things: 

2 Cor. ii. 16. Yet yg on Him whoſe — is 
made pere in weakneſs, I truſt to be found faithful, 
and, through the divine help, to ſpeak thoſe things to you, 
and thoſe only which become ſound doctrins. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
I. had rather open my mouth no more in a pulpit than 
not to ſpeak ihe Truth as it is in JIcsus. And it con- 
cerns you, my brethren, and it is your duty to inquire, | 
whether what you hear from the mouth of miniſters be 

le to the Scriptures, CarisT himſelf bids you 
ake heed what you bear. You. are exhorted to try the - 
rits whether they are of Gop. And the Lorp thus 
di you by his prophet to examine the doctrines of 
your teachers: To the law and to the teſtimeny; if they 
ſpeak not according to Tas woRD, it is becauſe there is 
NO LIGHT in them. Mark iv. 24. 1 John iv. 1. 
Iſaiah viii. 20, But another -circutnſtagce attends my 
appearance here at this time. I have juſt read, in your 
hearing, that form of words, which comprizes in 3 

Articles the belief of the Church of England, and which 

every miniſter in the eſtabliſhment is obliged to ſubſcribe 
| before, he can be. authoriſed thereby to preach. To 
theſe articles I have ſet my hand three ſeveral times; 
and have now declared publicly before you, that © I give 
te my unfeigned aſſent and conſent to them.” It muſt 
| 125 follow then, that I believe the articles tbemſelves con- 
5 tain 4 form of ſound words, or I ſhould be unworthy of 

. any confidence. Could I profeſs to believe them, ſor 

1 the ſake of temporal emolument, and to gain an eaſier, 

/ ſubſiſtence in this frail, precarious: life, I ſhould juſtly 
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forfeit all claim, not only to your efcem, but even ta 
your attentian. I am free therefore to declare, that 1 
regard them as a juſt and noble ſummary of Chriſtian 
Truths, founded on, and agreeing with the pure doc- 

trines of Gop's revealed Word. And my deſign, in the 
following diſcourſe, is to deſend this declaration in ſome 


ol the leading Articles. It will hardly be expected that 


I. ſhould conſider many, or enlarge much on thoſe 
ſelected ; but that, if it pleaſe God to ſpare me, may be 
occaſionally done afterwards. To ſhew that the 8 
tion and main pillars of the building are good muſt be 


my preſent object: and fo far as my limits will allow, 


I have no doubt of proviag, that when we preach ac- 
cording to the Articles of the eftabliſhed Church, we fpeak 
the things which become found dottrine. * » © 


The frf Article is on the during of the Taiurrr, 


ſetting forth, that * there is but ove Livincg and TRUE 
Gop, &c. and that * in unity of this Gob READ there 


-” 


be three perſons of one ſubſtance, power, and eternity, 
the FaTHzR, the Sow, and the Holy 'Gnosr.” The 
ſecond Article proclaims © the two whole and perfect na- 
tures of CarasT,” the divine and the human, aſſerti 
Him to be © very GOD and vxxv. Man, who truly ſuf- 
fered to be a ſacrifice, not only for original guilt, but 


alſo for actual ſins of men.” And the Hi ſpeaks of the 


Hol r Se1xiT, a third perſon-in the ſame divine eſſence, 
being of one ſubſtance, majeſty, and glory with the 


+ FATHER and the Son, var and ETERNAL Gobp.” 


Theſe are olontlous TRUTHS,' Which lie at the very 
foundation of true religion, in the acknowledgment of 
which our preſent comfort and everlaſting happineſs are 
concerned, and which accordingly ſhine like /un-beams 
throughout the 2 Yet ſome, or all of them 
were denied by falſe teachers in the firf century; more 
remarkably by Avius in the Sth, by F. and L. Socinus 
in the fixteenth and ſeventeenth; and by many in the 
preſent day, who are called 4riong, Socinians, and Uni- 
* | farians. 


— 
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tarians. Could they prove their principles true, and 
bring all men to receive them, they would root Cbriſti- 
anity itſelf out of the world, and the Bible with it. For 
ve there find that all the divine titles, appellations, and 
attributes, which are applied to Gop the FaTHER, are 
equally applied to the Son. And this being a fact, 
what becomes of the BisLE, if CHRISH be not God ? 
It is expreſsly ſaid, that the WorD (or ſecond perſon 
in the Gobhrap), wat wirn God, and that tbe 
Won was Gop. Alſo that the WorD was MADE 
' FLESH, and dwelt among us, &c. John i. 1—14*, 
Add to this the Apoſtle's teſtimony, that Gop was 
mantſeft in the Flxsu; and we have ſuch proof of the 
fewo natures of CyrIsT as no ſophiſtry can evade, nor 
any thing elſe except a taking away from the words of 
tbe Book. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Jesvs was both worſpipped 
ahd prayed to, when employed in the work of ſalvation 
upon earth. He declared, that all men $HOULD bonour 


the SON, EVEN AS they bonour the FarnER. John v. 23. 


And we find the diſciples, convinced of their own weak- 
neſs, and of His Almighty power , beſeeching the 
| 555 | Ca LorD 


® I know not which is more glaring, the imbecility, or the raſhneſs of 
thoſe writers, who would father the Apofle's doirine on a Heathen pbilo- 
It is a fact well aſcertained, that not only the infitution of ſacrifices, 
but the doFrine of the Trinity, and various other parts of true religion, were, 
in ancient times, copied from Gop's church by the Heathen «world, and 
corrupted by them. See a learned and judicious Eſſay on the ſubjeR, in 
a valuable book, entitled, Horz Solitariz.” If there were no other 
undeniable proofs of CHz15T's Divinity, we might flop to argue the point 
a little with thoſe dreamers, who tell us the Apofile borrowed from Plato. 
But as this is far from being the caſe, t is no neceſſity to per · 
plex our illiterate brethren by contending the matter with ſuch as ven- 
ture to deny that ALL Scripture it given by inſpiration of God. 2 Tim. 
ni. 16. There are ſome things in Jabs, as well as in Pax/'s epifiles, very 
nr Ap 4 Bow to be av go ; _ men can never learn, 94 
confide in their own wiſdom, and which the uwnflable wwrefl, as 
alſo tbe oT BER Scriptures, unto their owon defiruion. 2 Pet. iii. 16. 


1 Aſcriptions of divine power to Jeſus after his reſurrection are almoſt 
- numberleſs. Encas, IIS us CHRIST maketh thee whole. Acts ix. 34. 


Now God himſelf, and our FATHER, andour Load Jagus CHRIST direct 
our way unto you. And the LOAD make you to increaſe aud abound in love one 


an a w oa A - cx oc ct, Tz = 
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Loxp to increaſe their faith. Luke xvii. g. But it is 
clear from ſcripture. teſtimony, and the nature of the 
thing, that none but Gop. alone. hath the hearts of men 
abſolutely at His diſpoſal, -and can give and increaſe 
faith, Prov. xvi. 1. and xxi. 1. Had the Apoſtles, been 
wrong, would not He have rebuked, or ſet them right, 
who told others that truſted in their own righteou/neſs, 
they were like whited ſepulchres, and a generation of 
vipers; and who ſaid to Peter himſelf when he raſbly 
poſe] His propitiatory ſufferings, Get. thee bebind me, 
Satan, thou art an offence unto me: for thou ſavoureſt not 
the things that be of God, but thoſe that be of © men ? 
Mat. xxiii, and xvi. 23. The incommunicable name 
Jexovan, which is peculiar to the One ETERNAL, 1M- 
MORTAL, and ONLY w1SE God, is often applied to the 
Son. This is His Names whereby Hs. (the ziGnTeous. 
BaAncn raiſed unto David) ball be called, Jenovan 
ouR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jer. xXXiii. 5, 6. Ia various 
; — — Hz is called Lon, God, TH LoxD Gon, THE 
16uTyY God, &c “. His name is IMMANU-EL, or 
Gop with usz and Jzsus, becauſe Hz ſaves His people 


toward another, and toward all men. 1 Theff. iii. 11, 12. The 
nified in the latter clauſe muſt be the ſame with the next immediate an- 
tecedent, viz, the LoD Iss CHRIST, who, in the unity of the dr 
efſence, through the energy of the third covenanting perſon, enlarges his 
people's hearts with love to himſelf, to one another, and to all, not ex- 
ing their enemies. See Rom. v. 3. In another place, this people 
are all ſaid to call upon the name of Jn3sUs CunisT our LORD, or to - 
woke the name of our LORD the anoINTED SAVIOUR. It is deſcriptive. 
of the true avorbippers ; and ewe that the AucusrT Peron thus ſup- 
plicated and adored cannot be leſs than God, Aud the 
tinguiſhed from the unity of ſuhlance in the following verſe, we 
are taught that grace and peace come from Gog our FATHER, and from 
the Lond Jesus CHRIST. 1 Cor. i. 2, 3. 


_ © See II. ix. 6,—xxv. 9.—l. 9, 10, 11.— iii. 3.—lii. 3.—liv. 3. 
with Col. i. 16, and Rev. Xix. 7, and Eph. v. 32. If. Ixi. 10. com | 
with Phil. iii. 3. If. Ixiii. x6. Job xix. 26. PC. xIvii. 5. Teph. in. 47. 
yu xiv. g.——xx, 28. Col. ii, 9. Tit. ii. 13+ 2 Pet. i. 1. 1 John v. 20. 
ude 4, 25, &c. &c, Compare alſo Ex, iii. 4. with Mal. iii. 1. and 
Acts vii. 9. PC. xlv. 6. with Heb, 8. PC. viii. 17. 18, with 
Eph. iv. 8. Pf. cx. 1. with Mat, xxii. 43. If, xliv. 6. with Rev. i. 8, 1, 13+ 
Tech. xiii, 7. with Phil. ii. 6. N 0 
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Aus is inconteſtible, if words may the only 


meaning they can bear, as will be more fully conſidered 
under the 11th Article. And it may be reaſona 
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all bleſſed for ever? Can any ſave beſides Jenovan? 


— os 


Jzsvs Cnursr is that fame Jznovan the Saviour : 
neither is there ſalvation in any oTHERr; for there is 
NONE OTHER NAME under beaven given among men 
whereby we usr be sav ID. Acts iv. 12. N 


The Hor r Gnoer is diftioR in per/es from che Fe- 
— and the Son; . 9 ſame —_— eternal, 
exiſtent eſſence, The properties of per/onality, or a 
diſtinct perſonal ſubſiſtence, and all divine powers and 
attributes are aſcribed to Him“. And whereas He is 


ſaid 
Aud the Hol r GnosT deſcended in a ſhape he ans 
Him, &c. Luke iii. aa. The HOLY GrosT ſaid, Separate ME * 


bas and Saul for the work wwhereunto I baus called them. Acte xiij. 2. It 

ſeemed good to the HoLy GuosT, &c. Act xv. 28. Take beed therefore 

u yourſebves and to all the flock, over the which the Hol r GO bath 

made you overſeers, to feed the Church of God, «which He hath 

nb bis own blood; peculiarly ſuch through the union of the divine and 

| Human natures in CyrIsT. Acts xx. 28. And now will any reaſon- 
able man contend that theſe convey no other idea than that of 


rations of the Holy Spirit are expreſsly diſtinguiſhed from himſelf, 

I muſt be ſhort; only I would juſt remark, that the order of the three 
ns varies in the ſacred pages, teaching us that © in this Trinj 
none is afore, or after other z none is greater, or leſs than another.” 
' For in ' The grace of the Loxp Jisus, CnzisT, and the loue of 


xiii. 14. Here the grace of the ſecond perſon, or the full and free ſal- 
_ wation of Cuntz; the everlaſting love of the firſt . ped wer 

with the 80 and Sir), from whence ſalvation flowed yz and the 
communion of the third, or HoLy Gnosr, Sho applies this ſalvation to 
| believers, gives them felly/bip with the FATHER and the Son, and re 
news them in knowledge after the image of bim that created newt Cigar a. 4 
the covenanted bleſſings which the Apoſtle prays the Corinthian chure 
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Fus bete fas, Mat. 1. That He actually made atoned 
„ een nd dies ol! Ho ppl hom: ll he | 


| aſked, how could Cantsr accompliſh this grear Work, 
> if He were not what an Apoſtle ſtiles Him, Gop over - 


Hear what He faith Himſelf: I, even I ami Jenovan, 
"and beſides un there is no Saviour. If. xliũ. 11. But 


* 
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an emanation or a creature ? Heb, f. 4, and elſewbere, the gifts and 1 
ut 


Gon, and the communicn of the HOLY Guo r be with you all. 2 Cor. 
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ſaid to proceed from the Farnzx and the Son, this may 
be, either with reſpect to the mode of His exiſtence in- 
comprehenſible to us, or to His office capacity and cove- 
venant engagements in the ſalvation of ſinners. There 
can be no derived power in either of the divine perſons, 
nor any will diverſe from the will of the whole Goo- 
HEAD: but in the unity of the ſame ſubſtance each ſepa- 
rate perſon is SOVEREIGN, INDEPENDENT, ALMIGHTY, 
UNncHanGEABLE, and EvERLAasTING, Thus, ' as the 
FarnzR raiſeth up the dead, and quickeneth them ; even 
- ſo tbe Sow quickeneth- whom H will. John v. 21. 
Likewiſe it is the Spiair that quickeneth : and all theſe 
worketh. that one andthe ſelf-ſame Serrrt, dividing to 
every man ſeverally as u will, John vi. 63. 1 Cor. 
xii. 11. The HoLy Srrr teaches, guides, ſancti- 
fies, and dwells in all the ele# people of Gor. And 
they who, in ſomo places are ſaid to be born of the Spr- 
Rir, the temple of tbe HoLy Gnosr, and to have tbe 
\ Sp1R1T dwelling. in them, in others are declared to be 
born of God, the" temple of God, and to have Goo 
dwelling in them; for theſe terms are-indifferently uſed 
ro expreſs the ſame truth. John iii. 8. 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
Rorn. viii. 11. John i. 13. 1 Cor. iii. 16. 1 John 
iv. 15. What need be added except the obſervation, 
that ſuch as deny tlie real Divinity of the Son and the 
Spirit do what in them lies to deprive the Church of a 
REDeeMER and a Saxcririzx? And could they poſ- 
ſibly ſucceed in their attempts to inxalidate the divine 
record, they would leave us, with the Bible in our 
hands, under inextricable doubts, and in à wretched 


may enjoy in the Tri- une Gov. Heb. v. 9. Jer. xxxi. 3. John xvi. 14. 
1 John i. 3. Gol. iii. 10. with Tit; in. 3. Should any ane chooſe, for 
trial's ſake, to ſubſtitute the name, or conceive the idea of a man, or 
mere creature, in the place either of the firſt or third perſons here ſpeci- 
hed, and is not ſtruck with the ſhock ing inconſiſteney, there is reaſon to 
be ſhocked for him. Were there no other texts to prove a Trinity of 
perſons in one common, undivided efſence, one would think here is 
ground ſufficient to induce a candid inquirer to give his afſent to the 
doctrine, 21 
N C uncertainty 


a 


uncertainty more dreadful even than Heatbeniſin itſelf 
in its darkeſt ſtate. But they Hall proceed no farther 
than the attempt: for the Scripture cannot be broken 4 
and the foundation of GOD ftandeth 8Urs, baving this 
 feal, the Lord KnoweTH them that are His. 2 Tim. 
ii. 19. Other foundation can no man lay than that is 
laid, which is Jesus CarisT.. 1. Cor. iii. 11. And 
Hz being ALMIGHTY. to ſupport His Church, the gates 
of hell ſball not prevail againſt it. He hathiall power in 
bea ven and in earth; and the day approaches when He 
will appear in dis own glory, which He bad with the 
Farrar before the world was: when alſo every eye ſpall 
fee Him, and He will break His adverſaries with a rod of 
iron, and daſh them in pieces like a potter"s veſſel. Mat. 
xxviii. 18. John xvii. 5. Rev. i. 7. Pſ. ü. 97. 
Proceed we now to the account which is given of nan 
in this form of ſound words. The ninth Article treats of 
original, or birth fin ; and ſets forth that this fin * con- 
fiſts not (as the Pelagians do vainiy talk) in the follow- 
ing of Adam,” i. e. in committing actual tranſgreſſions 
as Adam tranſgreſſed, as if man were no ſinner till he 
had ſinned by his own perſonal exertions : but „ it is the 
fault and corruption of the nature of every man, that 


* Though it is eaſy to prove the orthodox opinions from the beſt writ- 
ers ig the early Chriſtian ages; * as it is now generally admitted that 
the fathers were fallible men, and that there are ſome manifeſt abſurdities, 
contradictions, and errofs in their writings, it becomes us to leave them 
in their proper place, and in all our deciſions to abide by that authority to 
which they profeſſed ſubjection. To keep diſputing chiefly from the 
fathers and mere human authorities ſeems to me a device of the enemy, in 
order, either to hold men in perpetual uncertainty, or to procraftinate the 
event of the conteſt, and ſo obtain ſome advantage by delay. Therefore 
let the adverſaries of theſe and the ing doctrines, either throw off at 
once the cloak of a partial and pretended veneration for ſcripture, or 
meet the profeſſors of them on ſacred ground only, if they have the cou- 
rage and candour to do it. And as in former times, ſo I doubt not but 
now Gon has many ſervants to whom Hz has given a mouth to ſpeak, 
and wiſdom to anſwer the gainſayers with arguments which they ſhall ne- 
ver refute, and to oppoſe them with weapons againſt which even their 

Mer himſelf could not Rand, but was conſtrained to fly in diſgrace, 
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naturally is ingendered of the offspring of Adam,“ the 


fin in which he is born, © whereby man is very far gone 
from original righteouſneſs.” The infection was propa- 
gated from the firſt ſinner to all his natural poſterity, 
and lies in the depravation of the faculties of the ſoul, 
which are all corrupt and eſtranged from Gop and ho- 
lineſs, and all the wi/dom of it earibly, ſenſual, deviliſp; 
whereby the members of the body are become inſtruments 
of fin, and the whole man, whilſt unregenerate, or with- 
out the renewing grace of the Spixtr, is the devil's cap- 
tive and the bond ſlave of fin ; for he is of his own nature 
inclined io evi/ . Job. xxv. 4. James iii. 15. Tit. 


" iii. 3. 2 Tim. ii. 26. Rom. vi. 20. Agtecable io 


this account the Scriptures teach that we are apen in 
iniquity and conceived in fin ; that we are all as an unclean 
thing, and all our righteouſneſſes as filthy rags ; that we 
are br anfgreors from the womb, having all like ſheep gone 
aſtray, turned every one to bis own wway ; that in a 
{tate of nature every imagination of the thoughts of mans 


Heart is only evil continually ; for they are altogether be- 


come filthy, there is none that doeth good, no not one; that 
the heart is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 


* Some perſons, who have followed me as far as the gth Article with- 
out difficulty, or reluctance, may here be tempted to ſtop ind go no farther, 
it being one part of the heart's deceitfulneſs to oppoſe as long as poſſible the 
knowledge of el. I would therefore earneſtly intreat the reader not to 

important in 57 but well to conſider, and duly to 
weigh the evidence adduced: for thi 
grounded on the ſame infallible teſtimony as the former. We are in 
no danger of degrading human nature too low, provided we keep with- 
in Scripture bounds : but are in infinite danger, if whilſt we proclaim its 
improper dignity and powers, others are thereby kept in ignorance of their 
ſtate, and fall blindfold into everlaſting deſruction. Our good old Divines 
were not afraid, but thought themſelves bound to ſpeak out on this ſub- 
ject. Every man,” ſays Archbiſhop Uſher, “ is by nature dead in fin 
«© as a loathſome carrion, or as a dead corps, and lieth rotting and 
* ſtinking in the grave having in him the ſeed of all xs. We have loſt 
„dy original fin all the righteouſneſs we had in our creation: ſo as 
„now if Gop ſhould ſay to us, Think but a good thought of thyſelf, 
« and thou ſhalt be ſaved ; we cant but our nature is as a ſtinking 
5 puddle, which in ite is loathſeme, and being moved is worſe.” 


C 2 wicked 8 


is and the following doctrines are 


Body of Divinity, p. 143-5. 


| . 
wicked ; that the whole world lieth in wickedneſs, or 
in the wicked one; that Satan worketh in the children. 
of diſobedience, i. e. the unregenerate; that ſuch are of 
their father the devil, and the luſts of their father t 
will do; and that the heart of the ſons of men (in diſ- 
tinction from the children of Gop) is full of evil, and 
madneſs is in their heart while they live. Pl. li. 8. If. 
Ixiv. 6,—xlviii. 8.—liii. 6. Gen, vi. 5. Pſ. Iii. 3. 
Jer. xvii. 9. 1 John v. 19. Eph. ii. 2. John viii. 44. 
Eccl. ix. 3. Man is declared to be the ſervant of fin, 
Leid under fin, and to finiſh the humbling deſcription, is 

- Indeed dead in treſpaſſes and fins. John viii. 34. Rom. 

vii. 14. Eph. ii. 1. The Pelagians of old, and the 
Socinians and others of modern times affect to deny the 
doctrine; by which denial they undeſignedly ſupport 
it, proying themſelves to be under the power of that 
Spiritual blindneſs which is one univerſal effect of origi- 

nal in f. Man's fall, and the depravity conſequent 

upon it are demonſtrable from thoſe effects which, in a 


* Other proofs of the doctrine ſee in If. vi. 5. and Dan. x. 8. with 
Luke v. 8. Job ix. 3z.— XXV. 4—6, Jer. ii. 24.-—1v. 22. Luke xi. 13, 
XV, 3—32.—xviii. 19. Mark vii. 21-22. with Rom. vii. 23, 24. 2 Cor. 
j. 20, 21.—ii, 14 John v. 25. Rom. iii. 23.—vi. 19. Gal. v. 19—21, 
Col. i. 13.—ii. 13. 1 Tim. v. 6. Tit. i. 1 1 John iii. 8. &c. &c. &c. 
Compare Hoſ. xiii. 9. with Mat. xviii. 11. Gen. ii. 17. —iii. 7, &c. with 
Rom. v. 12, 18, 19, and vi. 23. If. xlix. 24.—liij, 12. with Luke xi. 21, 22, 
and Ads xxvi 18. Compare alſo Pf. xiv. and lijii. v. g.—cxl. 3,—x. 7, 
II. lix 1—1 5 and Pſ. xxxvi. 1. with Rom. iii. 9200. 


| + For it is certain that by nature there is none that underflandeth ; nor 
>; tan any one ſee, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, till born again. Rom. iii. 11, 
1 Cor. ii. 14. John iii. 3. Spiritual blindneſs is alſo attributed to the 
er of Satan; becauſe he is the influential author of fin, and keeps men 
n darkneſs by working on their carnal defires and depraved imagina- 
tions. Thus, Four goſpel be bid, it is hid to them that are loft; in avbom 
the god of this world bath blinded the minds of them which believe not, left 
the light of the glorious goſpel of Chrifl, who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine 
unto them. 2 Cor. iv. 3. Satan hides the Gaſpel from them by placing 
their own ſuppoſed goodneſs and abilities in the way, and thus cheriſhing 
their pride and ſelf-ſufficiency ; and alſo by captivating their affections 
with deluſive views of worldly glory and pleaſure, and lying vanities, 
which have = fimilar effect on the enſlaved ſoul as duff thrown into the 
bodily eyes, or a bandage which holds them in groſs darkneſs, If. xxv. 3. 


2 Cor. ij. 25. Eph. iv. 18, 
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greater, or leſs degree, are common to the whole kind. 
As the running waters muſt neceſſarily iſſue from ſome 


head, ſo the corruption of our nature is certain from its 
polluted ſtreams, ſuch as pride, ſelf will, folly, batred, 
malice, envy, wrath, ſtrife, falſehood, ambition, covet- 


ouſneſs, ſenſual luſts, unholy affections, bitter and ex- 


travagant paſſions, the devotion of the heart to worldly 
pleaſures, honours, profits, &c. and a diſregard, or 
even contempt of ſpiritual joys and heavenly exerciſes, 
Theſe diſpoſitions are the very reverſe of what the law 


of God requires, and of that worſhip and ſervice which 


are the Creator's due, and which His juſtice and holi- 
neſs oblige Him to exact. His law inſiſts upon our 


loving Him with ALL our heart, and with 'ALL our ſoul, 


and with ALL our mind, and with ALL our ſtrength ; and 
our neighbour (every man) as another SELF. Mark 


xii. 30. And it curſes and condemns to everlaſting de- 
ſtruction for the leaſt deviation, though only in thought, - 


the wages of every fin being death. Gal. iii. 10. James 
ii, 10. Rom. vi. 23. Comparing our hearts and lives 
with this holy law we are brought to underſtand how tbe 
carnal mind (man's natural diſpoſition) is enmity againſt 
Gop; that it i vor SUBJECT 70 tbe LAW of God, neither 
indeed can be: and the Article is juſtified in declaring 


that original ſin, in every perſon born into this world, 
Aeſervetb God's. wrath and condemnation.” Rom. 
viii. 7. For we are indeed by nature * the children of 


wrath, under the guft ſentence of that perfect law, by 
which the wrath of Gop is revealed from heaven againſt 
ALL ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. Eph. ii. 3. 
Rom. 1. 48. Original fin is the fountain from which 
flow all the alu crimes and wickedneſs in the wy 


An excellent Commentator obſerves, that © by this fingle word the 
« <wuhole of man, when at the very higheſt pitch of his own tneſs, 
% powers, attainments, &c. is as jt were with a thunderbolt, levelled with 


% the duſt.” Beza in loc. , 


+ The knowledge of this do&rine can alone give us the true 


of the world. It lolves thoſe difficulties around us which would = 


* 


| 


TC 
— 


6 ( 14 ) 
The outgoings of it vary in different perſons ; but the 
body of corruption itſelf is in every deſcendant of Adam, 
Chriſt alone excepted. As Gop could not create man at 


\ - firſt in this evil ſtate, the doZrine of the fall is evident: 


* : . and 


wiſe be inexplicable, ſuch as the origin, power, ence; nas resist | 


f 


effect: of moral evil, the neceſſity and multiplicity of coercive 77 laws, 
which, however numerous, or ſevere, are utterly inſufficient tb bound the 
tide of carruption : and alſo accounts for that phrenzy of human depra- 
vity war. From whence come wars and fightings among you ? Come they. 
not hence, even of your L us TS, that war in your MEMBERS? James iv. 1. 
Pride, ambition, avarice, lewdneſs, envy, hatred, revenge, &c. are the 
lufts, which, when accompanied by power and unity for indul- 


gence, diſdaining all other reſtraints, have ſo often led to ſcenes of © 


anarchy, death and horror: and which have been ſo univerſal, that the 
hiſtory of nations is little more than a detail of the extravagances of 
men's luffs. No couſſtry has yet been diſcovered wherein the inhabitants 
have not been inſtigated by their %s to ſhed each other's blood. And 
though many individuals, from education, or a conſtitutional tenderneſs 
of ſpirit are ſhocked at the idea of war and bloodſhed ; yet the ſeeds 
of ſtrife and contention are in the nature of man. The reflraining grace 
and providential interpofition of God form the grand, though unacknow- 
ledged cauſe, why many are kept from enormous crimes. Gen. xx. 6. 
It is clear from Scripture that batred in the heart is murder in embryo ; 
that the i bath a beginning, though not arrived at maturi iy. Mat. v. 22. 
1 John iii. 15. And the law, by which Gop will jodge the world, 
takes cognizance of and condemns for finſu/ inclinatiom as well as cri» 
mina ations. Rom. vii. 5. And it is be, juft, and good. Ib. 12. How 
evident then that by the deeds of this law there v0 be julliſed in 
His fight! All that ſtand upon it-for juſtification, periſh under it 3 


but to them that are in CHRIST, who alone has fulfilled it, there is no com- 


demmation,. Mat. v. 17. Rom. viii. 1. He is the ſecond Adam, or repreſen - 


tative of His ſeed, by whom gs reigns through righteouneſs unto eternal li 
0 


As the firfl Adam loſt all for his poſterity, ſo CuhAIsT gains all for Hi 
ple, and they receive all out of His fulneſs. Col. ii. 10 —iii. 11. 
John i. 16. Rom. v. 18, 21. A real and mental acquaintance with 


original fin is a key to the right underſtanding of the whole ſcripture 
and uſed by the Holy Spirit to open and apply thoſe truths which m 

ever appear my/ſerious to ſuch as are inſenfible of their natural depravity. 
It is a preparation of the heart abſolutely before we can cloſe 
with redemption abd ſalvation perfected by a Surety. Heb. v. 9. vii. 22, 
Without a true knowledge of ourſelves, the beauty of the Saviour, and 
the wiſdom of Gop in the Goſpel are unavoidably bid from us: and our 
hearts are unaffected with thoſe glad tidings at which believers are filled 


with joy unſpeakable. If. liii. 2. Who will ſeek after, or value a Savi- 
dur, who fancies he is not loſt; or who will defire, either medicines, or - © 


advice, who believes himſelf well? Certainly the <vbole need not 4 phy= 


fician, but they that are fick., Mat. ix. 12, When we feel our diforder and 


* 


miſery, then Chrift crucified is no lo e t but the powwer 
Gad ond the 27. 1 2 Then tc gp at pt 
become new creatures, to acknowledge we are vile, to abber and deny our» 
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and we are accordingly informed that God made man 
ight, perfectly holy as a creature, and capable of 
com— but that max bath ſought out many inven- 


Hons, 
vii. 29. Hof, xiii. 9. It appears from Rom v. And 
elſewhere, that by the fall guilt was imputed, as well as a 


corrupt nature derived, to the whole race; and ſo the 


Article calls original fin] noc only the' corruption, but 
« the fault, or guilt of our nature.” Ever ſince that 
evert man is born under a covenant alteady broken 4 
our 'firſts-public head and repreſentative ;. and whi 
every one tranſgreſſes in his own. per/on, as ſoon as ca- 
pable of actual fin ; for the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from _ Rom. vil: 1. 1 1. 1 Cen. ns A 
vii 1 


Having learnt ſomething of JOY * we mall be 
the — prepared to receive the following Article on 
free will, or the utter inability and * of man 

221 any acceptable ſervice to God till regenerated by 

PIRIT, and made partaker of His grace. © The 
comibine of ca alex the fall of Adera afock that he 
cannot turn and Lat himſelf by his own natural 
ſtrength and good works to faith and calling upon Gon: 
as wn Ihe 20 emer A eaſant 
and acceptable to Gop, without 
Cunisr, preventing us, that we may a fr. | 
and working with us when we have that good rt 


The great German Reformer, Luther, wrote a bock 


ed devices, and deſtroyed bimſalf. Ecel. 


” , 
43 
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entitl Sr. e e ee which expreſſes its £ 


ſelver, and forſake all for Chrif are no more. Mat. ri 

282 v. 17, Job xl. 4.—xlii. 6. Luke xiv, 33. We are then taug 
not in profeſſion only, but in reality, that the ue. 17 our adverſary ; = 
can receive ſuch warnings as the following without ſurprize, or any at- 
. NN If any max 
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true character before converſion . It is under bond 
age to the body of in with all its evil deſires, paſſions, 
and luſts; and in ſuch ſort that the man has not the 
leaft inclination to that worſhip and ſervice which Goo 
muſt require; and cannot even chooſe the way of ſalva- 
tion by CarisT till made willing in the day of His pater. 
Job xxi, 14. Pſ. cx. 3. As God is à Spirit, they that 
worſhip Him mf worſhip in Spirit and in truth. John 
iv. 24. But this is impoſſible to thoſe who hade not the 
Srikrr, nor learnt the truth as it is in Ixsus. Jude 19. 
Eph. iv. 21. The Article aſſerts that “ man cannot 
turn and prepare bimſelf by his own natural ſtrengtb and 
- works to faith and calling upon Gon, or ſerving 
Him with acceptance. And herein it ſpeaks the /ound 
doctrine of Gop's Word. By nature we are not only 
-wngodly, but without ftrength ; not ſufficient of ourſelves 
to think any thing as of ourſelves ; but our ſufficienty is of 
Gov. Rom. v. 6. 2 Cor. iii. 5. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 
in his own perſon and thoſe of the other Apoſtles; and 
ſurely after /bem men ſhould bluſh to talk of heir fe. 
ſufficiency, which is arrogant rebellion againſt Gop, and 
a wicked contradiction of His Word. The language of 
thoſe whom Gop hath awakened to a juit perception of 
their weakneſs and miſery is very different ; for hs cry, 
Turn Thou me and T ſhall be turned. 'Grvs nt under 
fanding, and I ſhall live, Jer. xxxi. 18. P. cxix. 144. 
Muſt we come to ChRIST for %? It is a 0 
truth that Hz 18 the reſurrection and the Lirt ; that be 
that BELIEVETH in Hin, 2 be were dead (as men 
by nature are in fin) yet ſhall he live; and that who/e- 


* « Man fallen,” ſays Biſhop Reynolds, © without the grigeof God, 
is free only unto evil.“ Serm. at Lincoln's Inn, p. 339. He iv": 


ww + a willing 
flave, who can do nothing but fin ; and what he does he loves. As he 
acts voluntarily, and is determined by his own choice, he is ſo far à free 
agent, who is evidently both accountable for his actions, and worthy of 
puniſhment. 80 likewiſe in conver/ion he acts from choice. The mind is 
enlightened to perceive the truth ; the afetions are won over tb it; the 

will is determined in the purſuit; and thus the new man is not competed, - 
but rather drawn, or made willing in tba day of CanuT' 5 poder. 
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tures repreſent it to be entire 
my «s it e to belieue on Him, ro, Phil. 
CHRISP is exalted to orve repentance ({piritual e 
ſion) and forgiveneſs of | fins, ne fu 


free 


them through faith jn His blood. ' "AQ v. 31. Faith 
is as it were the hand, or inſtrument by which we take 
Mate His merits; and we 


cannot have even that till God confers it. By: grace 
are ye ſaved through faith ; and THAT not of yourſelves : 
Ph. ii. 8. The /ame trurb is 


me, except the Farms draw bim; or except it wera 
GIVEN ung bim of my FaTHER. John vi- 44. 65, He 
proves 11 doFrine from the prophers, in whom it is. 
written, that all His children, or p ſhould be taught 
of God, II. liv. 13. And adds, Every man therefore 
that BATH HEARD and HATH LYAKNED of. the Farkxx, 


- 


unto us. Mat. xi. 25—27.—xu1. 17. Gal. i. 15, 16. 
1 Cor. ii. 79-10. They who ſtrive to explain theſe 


expreſſions, not of an inward, but ſome outward power, 


as the means of grace, the written, or preached word, 
&c. do evidently pervert the pure truth of the news. 
For Jeſt we ſhould imagine that faith in the Goſpel 
preached is, in any degree, effected by ourſelves, it is 
expreſsly ſaid to be / the operation of God ; and accord- 
e | 
in Chrift' when He raiſed Him from the Dead. Col. 


* | 
ii. 12. Eph. i. ig. And moſt affüredly, if faith were 


the fruit — 3 potr naturally in us, then the Scri 
cures would be wrong in pronouncing it, as they d. 
the fruit of the Spmir. Gal. v. 22. They alſo; who 
contend for uni vurſui given to all men, which 


| grace give t 
they may of themſclves improve, either to believe, or 
9 e --_- otherwiſe, 
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cometh unto ws. Hut we ' know neither the Farber, 
nor the Sen, nor the - Goſpel .33/eff till they are revealed 
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otherwiſe, have the divine Truth againſt them . For 


in that caſe, men would make themſelves to differ,' and 
have obere to glory. Againſt which proud deluſion 
the Apoſtle aſks, Wo- maketh TEE Yo Dirrrx? 
And what haſt THou that thou didſi not Rectiys? 


Now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou otokr, 


as if thou hadſt not received it. 1 Cor. iv. 7. God 


owes no man any thing but the reward due to in, 


which is eternal death. And. therefore, in the diſpen- 


| ſation of His Hecial gifts, He may beſtow them on 
whom He will; and no wrong is done to thoſe from 
whom they are with-beld. Wherever ſaving grace is 


given, it is an act of abounding mercy, molt perfectly 
free : and it is impious preſumption in any to. ſay, 
that Gop may not do what 2 will with His own. If 
He may not, where is His sovxxzioxryY ? for it is 


e/ſential to THAT, that He ſhould have mercy. on whom 


e will have mercy, and have compaſſion on whom He 
will have compaſſion. Rom. ix. 15. Therefore. to 
ſome it is ſaid, The Loxo hath not ov you an beart 
to perceive, and eyes to ſee, and ears to bear. Deut. 
xxix. 4. And to others, It is crven unto you to know 
the myſteries f the kingdom of heaven, but. to THEM it 

p . is 


* The doctrine of the ancient Semi. pelagians and modern Arminians, 


+ The myſteries of the kingdom, or the ſpiritual truths of the Goſpel, ſuch 
as the doctrine of regeneration, or the New Birth, the life of Faith in 
CHRIST, &c. which things are hidden from the carnal mind : and the 
schr of the Loap always was with them that fear Him; and He ſhews 


them His covenant, Pf. xxv. 14. Many are without this knowledge: 


and the grand impediment is pride. Their hearts riſe againſt the humi - 
liating truths of the Goſpel, which will have all glory taken from the 
creature and given to CHRIST, 1 Cor. i. 3. They perſiſt in leaning to 
their own <wiſdom, and carnal prejudices, truſting in their forms, and 
retaining their good opinion of them eve, though without the Jeaſt 
ground of truth: and ſo the Goſpel is hid from their eyes, becauſe they ſte- 
vie ſee not, and hearing they bear not, neither do they underfliand. Mat. 
Xili. 13. See II. XXix. 13, 14, Kc. compared with Mat. xv. 59, The 
prophet there gives a lively picture of Chriſt's - virulent ſers, the 
dcribes and Phariſees, ſhewing how and why they would 1 His doe · 

; | trine, 


* 
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5 iii. 34+ II. Xliii. 13. 
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15 10 orvan. Mat. xiii. 11. We reſolve both jato 


the good pleaſure of His will, whoſe counſel ſhall and, 


and He will do all His pleaſure. Eph. i. 5. Iſ. xlvi. 10. 
We admire His goodneſs and His love, His juſtice and 
His power; and it becomes us, as we admire, to /erve 
Him with fear, and to rejdice with TREMBLING., Pl. 
ii. tx, I conclude therefore that the gift, drawing, re- 
velation, &c. juſt mentioned, are deſcriptive of the Spi- 
rit's influence, convincing a ſinner of his guilt, di/covering 
the Saviour in His glorious perſon, offices and com- 


| plete ſalvation, and impowering the ſoul to reſt on 


Cris alone for acceptance. John xvi. 8, 14. Rom. 
i. 16. 1 Cor. xii. 3. Eph, i. 6. It is what the Arti- 
cle means by *© the grace of God, by Chriſt, prevent- 
ing us, that we may have a good will; and ſhews that 
Except @ man be born of the Spirit be cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God, John iii. 5. 


The Article proceeds farther, and teaches that con- 
verſion is not only begun through © the grace of Gud, 
by Chriſt, preventing us; but is alſo ted and 
carried on by the ſame divine power ; for this grace 
« worketh with us, when we haye that good will.“ 
We are ſaid indeed to tand by faith; yet no otherwiſe 
than as faith looks to the Lorb, in whom is everlaſting 
Arengtb. Nay faith itſelf, without the interceſſion of 
Chriſt, would fai; and if we did not walk in the Spi- 


trine, and be infatuated to their own deſtruction ; all which may open to 
us His meaning, when He thus aodrefſed them in perſon : ¶ ye der blind, 
of your ignorance aud need of wiſdom, ye" fbould bawe no fin ; for 


ſen 
8 receive my words, who am the light and lite of men, dad be- 


ng in me your ſin would be taken away : but now ye ſay wwe /ee,— 
are confident of your own ſufficiency, and ſee no need of my wiſdom and 
— therefore your fin rem inetd; it mult abide upon you, becauſe ye 
ate the light, and will not come to it leſt your deeds ſhould be reproved. 
John ix 4. Avog.it N a glorious thing to Chiitty and a ſubje& 
of thank/yrving 10 Hit Father, that He had bid theſs things from the wiss 
and PRUDENT, and REVEALED ten {0 BABES». And no doubt God 
1 in abhborring the proud, Whilſt He gives grace to the bumble z and 
m whom He pleaſes ſo, Mat. xi. 23. James iv, 6. Prov. 


= RIT 


E 
, RIT, we again fulfil-the luſts of. the fleſh. 2 Cor. 
i. 24. II. xxvi. 21 Luke xxii. 32. Gal. v. 16. Hence 
an ancient believer prays, Hold Tnou me up, and I 
ſhall be ſafe. Upbold me with thy free Spikrr. Pf, 
cxix. 117.—li. 12. And our church, from the ſame 
authority, Take not thy Holy Spirit from us. As the 
Mediator received gifts for men, all His people are ſaid 
to receive of His fulneſs, and grace jor grace, increaſin 
ſupplies, that they may advance in holineſs frqm frength 
o ſtrength, and perſevere to the end; for they are bp 
by the power of God through ju unto vation, Pf. 
Ixviii. 18.—lxxxiv. 7. John 1. 16. 1 Pet. i. 5. This 
explains our Lord's meaning, where He ſays, without 
me ye can do natbing ; and that of His Apoſtle, I can do 
all things through CurisT which firengtheneth me; 
and alſo that of His ſervant. David, 7 will go in the 
ſtrength of the Lord God. John xv. 5. Phil. iv. 13. 
Pſ. Ixxi. 16, We are indeed exhorted to work out our 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling : but that we 
may not fancy there is any ſufficiency in ourſelves, and io 
ſhew us where our whole ſtrength lies, he immediately 
adds, for it is Gob which worketh in you both to WILL 
and to po of His good pleaſure. Phil. ii. 12, 13. All 
our acceptable obedience is in this Article aſcribed ſolely 
to divine grace; and the whole may be aa 
| | LS 


* Very 2 and in places almoſt without number, does the 
Church expreſs herſelf as in the roth Article, Man of his own nature is 
«++ fleſhly and carnal, corrupt and naught, finful and diſobedient to God, 
% without any ſpark of goodneſs in him, without any virtuous or godly 
« motion, given to evil thoughts and wicked deeds. As for the 
«« works of the Spirit, the fruits of faith, charitable and motions, 
« if he have amy at all in him, they proceed only of the HoLy Gos r, 
« whois the Worker of our ſanctification, and maketh us grew men in 
«« Chriſt Jeſus.” [Homily for Whitſunday, 2ſt part.) 
The ſtated Prayers of our Morning and Evening ſervice run uniformly 
in the ſame evangelical ſtrain. It has been proved that man is.incapable 
of a good thought, or even defire till they are 131 in bim by the 
SPIRIT 3 and we accordingly aſſert in the ſecond Coll. for Peace, . F. 


that, „ alf holy defires, all good counſels, and all juſt works proceed from 
- afford ſatis faction to ſerious perlons in the eſta- 
| | bliſhment, 


« God,” As it may 


— 


% 


: A i 


just and beautiful paraphraſe of the Apoſtle's words, 
By the GRACE of God I aw what I am, and His grace 
which was in me, was not in vain; but I laboured, 


* , * 


50 
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bliſkment, and excite the attention of others to truths which they have 
too little conſidered, and fill leis eſteemed, I hall not think the time loſt 
in throwing together a few more extracts from our publick worſhip, 


« There is ao health in us. O-Land, have wapcy upon os miſerable of- 
1 


dur hearts 
„ within us— Give to all thy people increaſe of grace, to hear meekly th 
« word, to receive it with — i fection, and to bring forth the 4 + 
« the ' Spirit—Bring into the way of truth all ſuch as bave erred 
« Strengthen ſuch as do ſtand, comfort and beip the weak · hearted, rai 
«« wp them that fall, and finally beat down Satan under our feet==Giwe ug 
« true repentance, and endue vs with the grace of th Hol $ 1 Lord 
« ariſe, Lp us and deter us for thy name's ſake.” ly Service. 
„O Lord God, who ſeeſt that we put not our truſt- in egy thing that 
« wwe do—Grant that we being regenerate and made Oy children, by 
« adoption and grace, may daily renewed by thy y > an 
«« Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt ex» "E 
«« cellent gift of charity Create and make in us ew and contrite hearty 
„Give us grace to uſe ſuch abſtinence, that aur fleſh being ſubdued ! 
*© to the Spirit, we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteouſneſs 
« and true holineſs—Almighty God, who ſceſt that we have xe beer 
« of 8 to help 7 7 — Shirit the 1 of, — 
« church is proven and ſanfified—Have mercy upon all infidels,. « 
* take from them all ignorance, hardoeſs of heart and contempt of thy 
% word-—We humbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpecial grace prevent» 
4% ing us, Thou doſt put inte our minds good defires, fo by thy continual 
«« belp we may bring the ſame to good effet—Grant that by thy boly in- 
 « ſpiration we may think thoſe things that be gaad, and by thy merciful 
« guiding ma nary the ſame—Leave us not — 4 but ſend to 
« us thy Boly Ghoſt to comfort us—and becauſe through the weakneſs 
** of our mortal nature we can do ao good thing without Thee, grant us 
% the help of thy grace— We pray that thy grace may alway pregent and 
« follow us, and make us continually to be given to all good work 
% © God, foraſmuch as without we are a able to pleaſe Thee, 
„ metcifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things dire and 
rule our heartsg—Cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the in/diration 
* of thy Holy Spirit—Leaye us not deſtitute of thy manifold gets, nor 
«+ yet of grace to ule them alway to thy glory Grant to us the Spirit to 
_ ** think and do always ſuch things as be rightful ; that we, who cannot 
do any thing that is good without Thee, may by Thee be enabled to live 6 
, #* according to thy will, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
' | Collects on different occaſions. 
Theſe are things which become found doftrine. Who does nor fee that 
the power and the glory are bere taken from mas and given to H= 
whole is alſo the kingdom ; and that all our accepted obedience is —_ 
| | wholly 
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yet not 1, but the Grace of Gob which Was with me, 
Having well digeſted this Article, we ſhall hardly 

ſtumble at the 13th, but find it plain to our under- 
ſtanding, and an unavoidable inference from the doc- 


; 
| | 
a 0 
wholly to diflingui/bing grace? In vain do Arminians labour to preſs the 
— into their ſervice. As to fuch as affect to call it Aud ogy ors | 
reaſon, I a may be becauſe the Papiſts have a liturgy. For in re- 
ſpe& to doctrine, ours is directly ſubverſive of the fundamentals of Popery. 

he papiſtical dreams of free will, human merit, pardon, and juſtification by | 
's <vorks, &c. may be found indeed in the Socinian leaven, and elſewhere; 
but not a ſhadow of them in our eſtabliſhed ſyſtem. The queſtion here is 
not whether preſcribed ſupplications be expedient ; but what is the proper ] 
character of thoſe which are appointed: and this may ny be pronounced 
truly ſpiritual and evangeical. They too, who profeſs t 2 a ] 
( 
{ 
_ 
1 
| 
1 
; 


bers, and join in the worſhip of the eſftabli Church, and yet deny 
the total corruption and inability of man by nature, and his recovery and 
| ſalvation entirely through divine grace, may be admoniſhed-of an awful 
retort, Out of thite own mouth will I judge thee. Should it be again de- 
manded, why the people muff be taught this doctrine? It is hoped the 
reaſon hath already a red in ſome meaſure, as it was obſerved to be a 
aveefary tion fo the way of ſalvation by Chriſt. And the uſes to 
be m the doctrine are various as well as excellent. Being of an 
awful and alarming nature it "ſhakes the falſe peace of the ſecure ſinner ; 
15 therefore tends to that fear of the Lord, wvhich is the BEGINNING of 


+ Prov. ix. 10. It excites men to hearken to the warning voice, 
Hale it is called to- day; leſt God ſhould righteouſly ar in His wrath, 


that they, who pat the rd of life from them, ſhall never enter into His 
2 cb. iii. 10-1 FH Acts xi. 46. As it ſtrips the creature of all 
ſeif-righteouſneſs, ſelf-ſufficiency, and dependence, ſo it conſequently 
Jeads to that poorneſs of ſpirit, mourning fos /in, Ter and denial 
to which the gracious promiſes and bleſſings of the Goſpel are confined. 
. 3» 8 — 22 4 or wag py * 32. 
In this „ through the divine bleſſing, it u irs up the 
ae 2 to the exerciſe of 2 — in reliance on 
the promiſe of a faithful God, who hath afſured us, that Ewery one that 
aſtetb recerveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth : and to bim that knocketh it Hall 
be Luke xi. 10. Whereas 8 and falſe doctrine, or the 
uaſion of our natural ſufficiency, leads to as many oppoſite evil. It 
oſters pride, holds men under bondage to their lufts, and in a fatal Un- 
concern about the conſequence j and keeps them ſtrangers to themſelves 
and to the Goſpel; and their ans (if they do not live without) are 
cold and lifeleſs, or hypocritical and formal. It ſeals up the eyes already 
blind, is the main ſu of carnal ſecurity, and by flattering men wi 
the delufive view of being able to turn to God when they pleaſe, encou- 
rages them to defer repentance to a ſick and dying ſeaſon, whilſt in the 
mean time ſociety groans through the unbridled excelles of impotent free- 
willers, and the world is filled with CAIuESs. | Ws 
| trine 
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trine already laid down. It teaches that Yorks done 
cc before. the grace of CurisT, and the inſpiration of 
« His Spixir are not ant to God, foratmuch as 
« they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt,” And cer- 
tainly, if God muſt be worſhipped in Spirit, and man by 
nature is wholly carnal, dead in fin, and without any 
principle of ſpiritual life, and incapable even of a good 
defire till the grace of the Spirit be given, as has been 
ſhewn, then it muſt follow that none of his works are 
truly go:d, or pleaſant to God, Such as ſay that a u- 
tural man, in his fallen ſtate, can do any thing to gain 
' for himſelf the favour of God, or that any can be a 
real Chriſtian without the influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
hold what is a direct contradiction of the plaineſt ex- 
preſſions of Scripture: for Cbriſ is the only way to 
God's favour; and if any man have not the Spixrr of 
CnRIST is none of His. John xiv. 6. Rom. 
v. 1, 2. Vii. 9. And fo the Article gives the true 
reaſon why ſuch works are not 2 to God; and it 
is becauſe © they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt: '* 
for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Him ; and be 
that believeth not the Son is under wrath ; and if any abide 
not in CHRIST, however high and ſpecious his outward 
feſſion, be is caſt forth as @ WITHERED BRANCH 
eb. xi. 6. John iii. 36:—xv. 6. I ſhall be brief in my 
NS afrer what Me been ſaid 7 is no 
need of much enlargement. One paſſage 1s reſs to 
the point, that it ſhould alone Rp an 1 
mind that what the Article teaches is becoming ſound 
doctrine. They that are in the fleſh (in a ſtate of anrege- 
neracy and without. the Spirit) cannot pleaſe God. Rom. 
vi. 8. The reaſon is plain; becauſe we mult firſt be 
in Chriſt, in whom alone God is wwell pleaſed with us and 
our. ſervices (Mat. iii. 17. John xv. 4.): and becauſe 
all Holy diſpoſitions and affections, as well as all real 
goodneſs are fruits of the Spiktrr. Gal. v. 22. Before 
this it is impoſſible we ſhould: act from thoſe motives, or 
principles which God approves, and which are neceſſary 
to render our works acceptable before Him; and theje 


are 
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our own rightequſne/s that we may be found in 


3 
is glory. in all we do. 2 Cor. 


1M, and à view to 
v. 14. Rom. x. 2, 3. Mat. v. 16. Phil. i. 911. 
Without the love here mentioned, though we give all 
our goods to feed the poor, and our bodies to be burned, in 
__ of our principles, it . profiteth us nathing. 
1 Or. 13. ? oF s N 5 os . 


Moreover, the Article adds, . Neither do they 
men meet to receive grace, or jo the ſchool authors ſay) 
deſerve grace of congruity.” They by no means pre- 
pare the way for grace; or by a certain ſuitable. wortbi. 
#e/s in them merit the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
The reply of Peter to Simon Magus may be accommo- 
dated to ſuch as hold ſo impious a dodtrine ; 
MERIT periſh with thee, becauſe thou baſft. thought that 


the cieT of Gop may be purchaſed with thy Mtnut, 


Acts viii, What then is the proper character of works 
before grace? Even that which the Article gives; 
fince © they. are not done as Gob hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not but they have 
the nature of fin.” Now the will of Gop is that we act 
purely with a view to His glory, which an unregenerate 
man cannot do; for he always acts, either with a view 
to juſtify himſelf, to procure the favour of God by ſome- 
thing of his own, to gain praiſe from men, or ſome 
* and ſelſiſo motives, attended with vain confidence 
n what he does, and /elf-exaltation on the account. 
And as he lays the foundation in carnal, falſe, and ſelf- 
righteous principles, ſo he proceeds to build, and finiſhes 
with the /ame materials: and all his actions, however 
varniſhed, as to. outward appearance, and good, as they 
may be to his fellow creatures, and wortby of their com- 
mendation , are nevertheleſs, when tried, by the divine 
# e . law, 


Let none therefore charge us with abſurdity in preſſing moral duties 


on unregenerate perſons : for though theſe cannot ſave them (and guns 
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Jaw, no other than gilded fins. For that which is born 


entre Pate. and 4 corrupt 2 
cannot 
— ; I ad e vii. 1 1 
As the two — 2 conſidered levelled the fabric 
n 
expoſes. the rf 


this diſperſe; the 
— wiki e d 


eee ee 


of the reformation; and moſt conſpicuous truth of the 


USTIFICATION by rarrn. And if 
we have been 3 — 2 Lf 
* — — — e we cannot miſ the 
fo ARE # 
ingdom of beaven. May's" 1 Hav . that in a 
e ee Kew ch leſs in 
ourſelves; and that the beff of l dogs in 
that ſtate, have the nature of fin; . it may — | 
ſeeking deliverance and juſtification ſome other way, in 
the becoming language of the convinced publican, Gop, 


New Teſtament 


be MexcCieuL 70 ws SINNERS. Having no righteouſneſs 


of our own which Gon) confiſtent with His truth and 
boſineſs, ean accept, it —4 give us great ſatisfaction, 
en Joy to be told of a perfet? 


1 half route; Crif in dead in vain, Ol. li. — they have often a 


tem reward from a merciful God, _ to the pence and 

being of ſociety z and a ay ny (if I may ſpeak) will ariſe 
from them in the future ſtate o oe wicked, as it from Scripture, 
that their puniſhment” will be various, and ioned to the extent, 


heipouſneſs and vations of their ſins. 1 Kings Ai. 29. Mat. xj. 20-24. 
Rom, ii. 6 Yet the faireſt external 242 of carnal men, being 
founded in pride, done to wrong ends, and truſted in for juſtification, are 
rr the hy: 
of the human heart in a more glaring light. But let the Church 


plain herſelf : „ Becauſe the directeth his works to an evil 
Weds ſeeking by them juſification, which indeed js the work of 


« God, without our merits, his faſting twice in the week, and all his other 
2 works, though they were never ſo many, and ſeemed to the world never 


and a et in deed before God t alt evil 
e 7 e eee 


righteouſneſs 


ſpirit ; theirs 18 the ES. 
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by the compilers appears from their farther adding, 
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g bteouſueſs made over to us by faith, and which Gop 

imſelf, for His . great love wherewith He loved us, even 
when we were dead in fins (Eph. ii, 4.) brought in for 
the expreſs, purpoſe of our juſtification ; and to which 
we are. directed in the lich Article. We are ac- 
«< counted righteous before God only for the merit of our 
Lok and. Sayiour Jzsvs CurivT, by faith, and 
c not for our own works, or deſervings. © Wherefore 
ce that we are juſtified by faith only, is a moſt wholeſome 
«« doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely 


wy is expreſſed in the Homily o juſtification.” 


Obſetrve, that we cannot make ourſelves righteous in 


God's fight, hut are accounted ſuch only for the merit of 
CHar1sT, which is what the Apoſtle means, when he 
ſays that God imputeth righteouſneſs without works ;' and, 
in this way, juſtifieth the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5, 6. 
The merit of Chriſt here includes the whole of what 
He has done-in the ſtead; and for the ſake of finful 
men,—His adlive and paſſive obedience, or His b 
all the righteouſneſs of . che law, and enduring the cur, 
of it on the croſs, where He put away fin by the 

of Himſelf. Mat. iii. 15. Rom. x. 4. Gal. iii. 13. 


Heb. ix. 26. This is that EvERLASTING, RIGHTEOUS= 
uss, which the prophet Daniel foretold the Mzs81an 
ſhould bring in; which Jeremiah declared IVAA is 


to us; which 1/aiah teſtified we. ſurely have in Hu; 
of which alone David would make mention, and which 
was imputed to Abraham and Abel. Dan. ix. 24. Jer. 


Heb. xi. 4. And left any ſhould imagine they are 
counted righteous before God, partly for the ſake of 
their own doings, and partly through the obedience of 
Canis, the Article afferts it is © only for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,” thereby excluding 
all other cauſes and grounds of acceptance whatever. 
And that this is the true ſenſe intended to be conveyed 


« not 


xxili. 6. If. Av. 24. Pſ. Ixxi. 16. Gen. xv. 6, 
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« got ſor our own works, or deſervings. It is the 


L 

en ſole ive of God to impute 2 juſtifying righte- 

or — and the 5 which we receive the 

:h  ineſtimable bleſſing. from His hand is by faith; which. - '< 
c- faith itſelf, as before proved, is the gift and of the ope- 


ration of Cad. Rorm. viii. 33. And fo we are diveſted 

of all occaſion of boaftivg 3 and the whole of our ſalva- | 
tion muſt be to the. praiſe of » the glory of His grace; * 
wherein He bath made us- — in the BELoved. 

Rem. iii. 27. Eph. i. 6. Let us conclude then with 

Jefus Himſelf, that he that believeth Hall be ſaved; 

and with the Apoſtle, that we are juſtified by faith with-. _ 

out the deeds of the law. Mark xvi. 16. Rom. iii. 287 


And now will any venture, and do they indeed think 
they are able to ſtand before 10F1N1TE HOLINESS on the 
plea of their ' own obedience ? Prepoſterous and deſpe- 
rate deluſion! The glowing ſerapbim, who never diſ- 
obeyed His will, veil their faces and cover their feet in 
His preſence ; ſignificant expreſſions of their entire hu- 
mility and unworthy ſervices! What then is MAN that 
HE ſhould be CLEan ? and be which is born of a woman, © 
that ns ſbould be RIGHTEOUS? Behold { He putteth no 
truſt in His ſaints ;, yea Sm ra 
 fiebt. How much more abominable and filthy is Max, 

which drinketh iniquity like water Iſ. vi. 2. Job. 
xv. 14. Let man ſtudy to know þimſe!f f. qi 
723 9 5 = Þ : m 
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Such as deſire more proofs may he referred to Job, xxxiii. 24. 
PC. xxii. 41 ,—xXxxii. 1, 2:——IXXXV- 9, to, 13.—Ixxxix. 16. If. xliv. 22. 
r 6, 11,-liv, 17,-]xi, I, 10. Exck, xxxvi. 25. Hab. ii. 4+ 
Hol. v. 4+ John iii. 14— 1, 36.— vi. 40, 47— . 31. Acts, X. 41.— 
xu. 38, 39 Ai. 31. Rom. iii. 26. -v. 1, 1.—X. 10. Gal. ii. 16, 20, 21, 
ili, 8, 22, = 4, Kc. Tit. in. 4-7. 2 Pet. i. t. Pf. li. 2, 5. com- 
pared with Heb, ix. 13, 14. Pſ. xxx. 5. with Rev. v. 9. If. xxviii. 26. 
with Rom. ix. 32 * and 1 Pet. ii. 6. If. xlii. 21. with Mat. xvii. 5; 
If, xIvi. 12, 23- Mat. v. 6, and vi, 33. Tech. iii, 2. with Joha 
xiii. 8, and Rev. i. 5, &c. &c. &c. . 1 J 21 


r nene 
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+ An heathen philoſopher could ſay, * Know Aug though unab! 
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of attaining this 
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- muſt abhor thoſe ſervices which are preſented Him with 


the hand of pride; fo all, who are truly taught to 
know tbemſelves, will abhor all confidence in their 
own goodneſs, Job xlii. 3-6. But juſtification by 
faith alone is a great fumbling block fil we get ſome 
acquaintance with the frifine/s and ſpirituality, the 
bolineſs and goodneſs of the divine law, of which it is 
? le that one tittle ſbould fail, or that it ſhould al- 
low the leaſt deviation, though only in thought, to paſs 
without the penalty, which is eternal death. Rom. 
vil. 8 14. Mat. v. 18. James ii. 10. Only 
the doers of this law (ſuch as perfettiy fulfil it) are juſ- 
tified by it. Rom. ii. 13. Gal. iii, 12. And there- 
fore ſo far from bringing life to a finner, it diſcovers 
his guilt, worketh wrath, and is the miniſtration of con- 
demnation and death. Rom. iv. 15. 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9. 
And ſo the law is preached, not to juſtiſy, but to con- 
demn ; that every mouth may be ſtopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 


e the law there ſball no fleſh be juſtified in His fight : for 


by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righ- 
teouſneſs of GoD without the law is manifeſted, being wit- 
neſſed by the law and the prophets ; even the righteouſneſs ' 
of God, which is by rarrH of Jzsvs CRRIsT unTo' all, 
and veon all them that BLV ; for there is no differ- 
ence (in the way of juſtification), for all bave finned, 
and come ſhort of the glory F God, being juſtified y R 
by His grace, through the redemption that is in CarisT 


Jzsvs, Rom. iii. 19—24. Our juſtification is E 


feftly free to us. Nothing done by ouyſelves can 


to it, help it, or be, in the leaſt degree, the cauſe of it: 
for it has ae, as to the matter of it, only to the 
finiſhed work, and eternal redemption of Chrift. John 

xix. 30. Heb. ix. 12. He away our fins; and 


ſellow Gentiles were ſo Aruck with the important exhortation, that they 

aſſerted he muſt have even at — — ks — — * is la- 

mentuble that ſo many in Chriftian countries a means 
knowledge, Bould Rill live and die without it 5 

| gives 
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with the explanation which the Church herſelf, in 
places, gives of the doctrine. CurisT is now the 
i beomſucſt of all them that truly do believe in Him. He for them 
ir ranſom by His deeth. He for them the law in His life.” 

| Hom. of Salvation, 1& part. 
to obſerve how clearly the ſame truth is ſet forth by the 
moſt eminent of our old divines: and as they were as remarkable for their 
integrity and holineſs as for their learning, they may be ſuppoſed, 
when treating of 23 to give the ſenſe in which they underſtood 

the Article, A. few quotations may ſatisfy the reader. 

« Catch thou held of our Saviour, believe in Him ; be aſſured in thy 
« heart, that He, with His ſuffering, took away all - When we 
1 believe in HIM, it is like as if we had no fins. For He changeth with 
« us; He-taketh our fins and wwickedzeſ+ from us, and giveth unto us 


« His holineſs, ri 75, juſtice, ng of the law, and fo conſe- 
« quently weiating life: ſo _=_ 2 as if we had done no fin 


 « atall; for his righteouſneſs ſtandeth-us in ſo good ſtead, as though we 


« of aurſelwes had fulfilled the law to the uttermoſt,” | 
| ' Biſhop Latimer, iſt Sermon on the Lord's Prayer. 


* Upon ſuppoſition of the fin of man two things are required unts 
« juſtification; the expiation-of fn, by ing the curſe, and the fulfil- 
« ling of righteouſne/s de novo, again, Man created might have been juſ< 
« tified by obedience only ; but man lapſed cannot otherwiſe appear 
4% teous in God's fight but by 4 double obediencez the one paſtor, 
** the ſatisfaction of his vindicative juſtice 3 the other aZive, Kc. The 
«righteouſneſs of Chriſt, by the favour of God, is ſo imputed unto us, 
% as that wwe are, in God's fight, righteous too: Tn which fenſe I under» 
« ſtand thoſe words, He not bebeld iniquity in Jacob, weither bath He 
* W in Iſmael. Numb. zxiii. 21, h it iz indeed in 
© him, yet rd looketh on bim as clothed with the rightweaſteſs of 
% Chrift, and ſo is (aid not to ſee it. | | 


© Hetein perfeAly harmonized- with thoſe two great lights of the 
Proteſtant Luther and Calvin. The author of a modern m_— 


0 30) 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in Mn. And 


it is che nature of juſtifying faith to look from our- 


ſelves and every thing elſe to the Surety alone for — 
5 | whole 


tory ac diſcourſe on the love of our country,” compriſing an attack both 
on Church and flate, obſerves, that“ In foreign countries the bi 
« ranks of men, not diſtinguiſhing between the religion they ſee 
« and the Chrifliax religion, are generally driven to,irreligion and inſide- 
« ty. The like evil is produced by the like cauſe in this country.” 
He does not inform us to what foreign countries he refers, whether pro- 
teſtant; or popiſh, nor what our eſtabliſhed religion i ; only that it is not 
the Chriffian religion, and that the higher ranks are thereby driven to in- 
lity, &. And yet, if they will run into that bottomleſs pit, it muſt 
ly be their own fault j for the eſtabliſhment leaves them at full liberty 
to follow the Bible, if they pleaſe. Anil we muſt needs wonder at the 
ery different effect this eſtabliſhed religion bad on ſo many of their 
25010 anceflors : for it drove them to the Rake, the block, and the gibbet 
in its defence. The writer aſſures us that his © is the complaint of many 
« of the wiſeſt and beſt men of the eſtabliſhed Church.“ But if ſo, wi 
it not follow that many of the Church's wwiſe and bef# members are 
enemies to her peculiar defines? And does that ve them, either 
wiſer, or better than their forefathers, who compoſed the ſtandards of the 
Church, and ſubſcribed them, they believed them agreeable to the 
Scriptures ? And were not many of theſe eminent by their rant z and the 
generality of them by their extraordinary — wiſdom and piety ? 
550 not Archbiſhops Cranmer, Parker, Grindal, Sandys, Whitgift, 
Abbot, Uſher, Leighton; | Biſho — Ridley, Jewel, Andrews, 
Bedell, Davenant, Prideaux, Reynolds, Hall, Wilkins, Hopkins, 
Beveridge z—did. not Hocker, Sibbes, Mede, Gouge, Perkins and a 
claud of witneſſes beſides, profeſs and teach the doQrines here defended ?. 
And were not theſe diſtinguiſhed by an uncommon acuteneſs of mental 
abilities, and a large fund of acquired learning? Ves; and what is above 
all other diſtin ons, and without which all learning is vain, they were 
eminent in the fruits of divine grace, to which they alcribed all they did 
eright; but which, being the hidden kingdom of God in the heart, meets 
with no commendation from, but is deſpiſed by the idolisers of their 
own ſyficiency. Shall we agree then with Dr. Price, that ©* the duties of 
1 religion are neglected through the defects in our eſtabliſhed code of 
faith and worſhip ?“ Impoſſible ! We muſt ſearch much deeper for the 
root of the evil: and it lies in a profane negle& of the Scriptures them - 
ſelves; in a departure from the old and true doctrines, which the efta- 
bliſhment holds, and in an inſenſibility to the want of that Gaacs, 
which men of mere worldly - wiſdom overlook, or undervalue. 
The author s to obſerre, that, if no reformation of our 
« eftabliſhed formularies can be brought about, it muſt be expeRted that 
little of religion will be left, except among the lower orders of people. 
And what if this lamentable event ſhould ha ? Would that demon- 
ſtrate our national code of faith to be falſe ? It is a mercy that the poor 


are not excluded from the heavenly wiſdom, either by the Scriptures, or 
the efablibment. Many profeſſed infidels are tired of — x, this ſtale 
defamation, and mel bluſh to uſe it. Still „ 


* : 


** Jar 


3 or to rejoice in Cunlsr 50S, and 
have no"confidence in the flaſb. If. xlv. 22. Phil. iii. 3. 
This „ö, + of Crit is the fine linen clean and 


iran © ade wi Aa ich, in a R's 
to pert And if the baer "or ders hy » Tree 
doctrines, finding that what they hear is f on divine 


authority, are hereby led to read the Bible with erſtanding and 
roger bir — practice, and to adorn 

an epright,. boly, ng converſation - (which I 
— py Je jo not thy re that the doftrines them- 
ſelves are the truths 'of God, an 7 Fame which Chrift preached ? 
Let the learned ſophiſter 4 res eſtament, and note well the de- 
ſcription there given of thoſe who embraced the doctrine, loved. and fol- 


| — ae, * with meekneſs to learn the — of 
regeneration and jultification Lr the deſ Nazarene, though 
my to Fre wo be 1 if prot, 2 
who profited in exws religion above 2 
. n l e * 
effefual grace to 8 22388 It. fe 
ter mines to know nothing Hum crucified, 
1 Cor. it. $.—iii. 18, 74 0 n an awfu} truth (and WW 


wet many mighty, wot chose 
— 9 ngy 1 —— 2 . wits and 2. — 
i to things — 
are —— r Fe ns a 
D choſen, yea, and s which are not, 
are; that w FLEW GLORY is — doo brew > Ex 
following verſe, as it contains irref: e proof of the Article under 
conſideration, and ig indeed, as Uſher ap 4 it, a ** golden ſentence: 
* n of GoD is maile unto us di 
, and fanFification and . | 2 Cor. i. It hould 
roy obſerved, that though Dr. P. —__ — of the eſtabliſh · 
is hearers, without «I am 
60 e my 1 Chriftians ; lee wn: therefore — ng Lake the 
« example of our blefſed Saviour.” Dae 
with what propriety our Lord's example is referred to by a preacher, w 
— — ſenſe of thoſe who hold the doctrines of 
the reformation, who founds what little jon he has in his ſermon 
chiefly on carnal policy, and whoſe oem ons _ Y 
excite diſaffeion to a mild and toleratin 
of patriatic love, It is ſufficient to ſay, | 
254 . evphite, 


tly is to 
the maſk 
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faints; and the wedlin 112 
Se 


rr. 


ix. 8. Mat. xxil. 12. E oo teen 


ment of. needle-work, in which the Qusen, or whole 
88 — of Chrift; und. arrayed 
may defy all enemies even in their mi. 
are indeed before. Gop a g/orious Gard, 
„ or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing.” 


not having ſpot 


| Av. g, 14. Rom. viii, 4—39. Eph. v. 27. 


May we not conclude chen with the Article, that 
& juſtification. by faith only is a moſt — doc- 
« trine, and very full of comfort?” Let them de- 
clare, who have been b 1 of it 
in God's way z who have epi- 
ritual extent 400 goodneſs of His proven 3, Fins fome- 
thing of the exceeding finfulne/: ue, off in Tos nature 
and in their lives; and who, e under the burden 


of 1 have = laſt found reſt i in Hu {hat bare thiir Aus 


body' on the" tree ; that 


pee 
the unjuſt, that He 
RIES CG 3 ah vn Fe. tae Det 
4 2 it ſpeak, who being: taught to know 


r own hearts, and F and” 1 
— age * .— are at 1. 


Himſelf — the chief corner ſions 

rejoice with * unſpeakable and 727 8 I 2 

vii. 38. Ep. li, 20. 1 Pet. i. 8. of the the A 

trine from which they firſt 2 comfe 

refer you to ſuch faithful ſayings as chele: * 2555 

2 rad brongh His ble 5.3 255 
e redemption 1 by even 

nl of fs a that beine, delten is Hem Bal 

never rl but have everlaſting life. 1 Tim. Uo 

Col. i. John iii. 16. thawre into the "ground if 


their hopes: you ſhall find them all to agree in ſub- 


ſtance 
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the rate of the Son of Gab, who loved an, and ge 
Hmszuy for ur. I cont all things but'lofs for. the en- 


callenty of "the Car Jusvs my Lond: 2 
for whom I have ji 5 ge, and do count 
them bat dung that I may win Cuxlsr, and be: ford in 


Hit, nor baving mins own RIGHTEOUSNESS, Which is 
of tho law,. bu that which is through the rarra of 
Cnxisr, che righteonſuefy which is of Gon by faith, 
Gal. ii. 20. Phil. i. 8, 9. If ſuch be the p 
of thoſe who truly receive this doctrine, it muſt doubr- 
leſs be © very full of comfort.” May it be the anchor 
of your fouls'and' mine © at the hour of death; and in 
the day of judgment! 0 . # 2 


But we moſt here encounter" an objection of a very 
ancient date. Carnal men, naturally wedded to the 


it, ar& even ready to plead for their favourite 
ſion. If, fu they, we are — and ſavetl; only by 
faith, ſor che fake of ribicoaſu without 
any reſpect to our own; them here is a door openedito vicey 
men may MV as chey pleaſe; and there is an end of all 


mrulnuy and go works,” But this is another lamentable 


prouf that we guat ſe till born again, chat the nan 
man receibetb mov thy things , e Spirit of God, thut he 
is a e tv Lies: of Gon, n the ignorance” 
mar is in bm, bpoun/t of ber blintinyfs af bis eur; and 


that wr have nb enperlenut, or conception of che Chriſ- 


tian liſe,- or the powes of that in which Merl till 
God bas given & 5 —＋ theſe — by His 
Spirit ſhining in our hearts, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Eph. iv. 18. 
2 Con iv. G. The fuRt is thar theſes objectors are all 
the whlle ce oy a pBariſaical, or folf-rigbteouſ- 
nes" and not ar all for trur boliveſs.: They reject not 
Juſtifieation by" fyirky becauſt without it chey can be 
mote entirely devoted w/Gopy but becauſe; if they ad- 
nit itz · they? muſt; no longer retain their guad vi of 
A MO themſelves, 


Ye Me which I live 1-foe by 


law of u (Rom. vii. 4.) and ſeeking juſtification bx 


e 
* 
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bad and abominable as the Scriptures repreſent : and 
under this ſelf:deception' they reſolve to make the moſt 
ſpecious oppoſition in their power. Rom. x. iii. Thus 
we read that Satan himſelf ii transformed into an angel of 
light; and therefore it is no great thing if bis miniſters 

4% be transformed. as the minifters of righteouſneſs ; of 
which here is a caſe in point; for men will pretend a 
regard even to holineſs it/elf, in order. to undermine this 
grand and capital' Truth of the Goſpel,” which, of all 
others, aims the deadlieſt blow at Satan's kingdom. 
2 Car. xi. 14. Though we reject all works of men from 
being, in any degree, the cauſe of their juſtification 
yet we eſtabliſh a regard to univerſal holineſs as the 
certain efe# of juſtifying faith; and that on a ſcale 
which cannot confit with any other principles. But hear 
the teſtimony delivered in the ſound doctrine of the 12th 
Article: „ Albeit r works, which are the 
« fruits of faith, and w after juſtification, cannot 
e put away our. fins, and endure the ſeverity of God's 
« judgment; yet are they pleaſing and acceptable to 
« God in Chriſt, and do ſpring out neceſſarily of a true 
« and lively faith, inſumuch that by them a lively faith 
a — be as evidently known as a 889 the 
« fruit. IN 1 


Obſerve that good works are fruits of faith, and fol- 
low after juſtification ; and' therefore cannot be cauſes, 
or conditions of it: for there can be none, ftriftly ſpeak- 
ing, ina ſtate of unbelief. The firſt acceptable work which 
a finner;to whom the Gel comes, is enabled to perform, 
is to believe on Him whom God hath ſent. John vi. > 


* 


Zenner 8. 
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The ice which follows © cannot put à way ſins; 
(it would be blaſphemy againſt the blood of Chiriſt to ſay 
it can; ſor that alone cleanſeib us from all in. i John 
i. 7.) Nor can it © endure the ſeverity of God's judg- 
« ment,” no, hot in the higheſt believer ;; bec i bis 
ſervices are all defective, through that * infection of our 
nature which remains even in them that are regene- 
ce rated . et are they pleaſing to God in Chriſt,” 
becauſe done in His ftrengtb, preſented in His name, and 


. perfumed with His merits,” Who not only cleanſes our 


guilty perſons, but takes away 
things, and lo renders them N to God, which 
they could not otherwiſe he; is of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and cannot 'look on iniquity. Ex. xxviii. 28. 
1 Pet. ii. 5. Hab. i, 13. Moreover, © good works 
« ſpring out neceſſarily of a true and lively faith, inſomuch 
« that by them a lively füh may be as evidently 
e known as a tree diſcerned by the fruit.” They flow 
by a neceſſary conſequence from that faith which is un- 


the iniguity of aur boly 


to ſalvation, are an evidence of its being ſo, and juſti) 


our-profeſſion and character before men. James i. 21. 
This faith cannot be exerciſed without holy difpoſitiors. 
The ſoul cannot reſt all its hopes on Cfxist without 


love to His perſon, a deſire to oſerve His commandments, 


and to walk as He walked, 2 Cor. v. 14. John xiv. 15, 23. 
1 John ii. 6. As ſuch very. excellent things. are ſpoken 
of raiTH in ſeripture f. I workerh by love, the love of 
7, £9 59 1720287 > $93. .254:7 * d | 
' * 11A; \ 1 1 7 C3 SY 1% T1 , ” +4 bones Gop 
„ses Atticle pb. The ie. beg of it remains, though not the power. 
And the moſt, eminent ſaint muff confeſs, If THou, Lond, 
mark iniquitier=þebold them as they ate indeed in me, O Lord, <vho ſhall 
continue to ſerve Thee now, or de able to ſtand in the judgment 


fland— | 
day? But there is forgiventſt with Thee,—Thou cleanſeft Thy people 


from all their fins, through redeeniing \blood, that Thou mayef be 
feared, or worſhipped and ſerved with ſiſial reverence and „ in 
the obedience of faith and: love. For a ſenſe, or befief of \ forgiveneſs 
is the ſpring of all real devotedneſs to God, - PC, cage. 35 4+ + 

We are juſtified by ſaith Rom. v. 1.) matle a0 2 — and 
the ee Gat by fr 8 Tim. iii. . Gal: 26.), Le by faith 
(Rom, i. 17+), ff by faith * „ walk by faith (2 Cor. v. 7%). 
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iii. We can receive nothing 
believeth. ames i. 59 7 
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from the their fallen ſtate. m1 223 effect _—y as to 4 546 
iu by an implicit faith in and then He is pleaſed to 


22 enk ef vat iel ot, Is. 25. a8, Mate de $ 2 
tural account o — riſtianity (and can any it js not I the 

that doctrine, whers faith is Ih aut, or little Bos on as a meceſſa > 
mean of juſtificatjon, — —.— — is, ta fa ar leaſt of 


It, * vice and immors 
ent, when 22572 3 met P ee 5 7 wee 


gratis ſef afide, and | by many many eve treated with cold 
folly. een, Fer. 2 1 


5. — comports at yi 877 20 5 and Fa rat 3. 


their cu faficigecy, they — juſtifica tion by bit 
ry the pin Pible-anidence + and in order to rempve every prop by 
which that and other doctrines of grace a ſupported, many have deſpe- 
rately exerted themſelves to diſprove the Divinity of the Saviour, and the 
Se, 8 of His death. And we ſhould ever keep in mind, that 
proceeds on the wuaſion:that Chtit was a Divine 
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for 

converſion, forgive from our hearts all injuries, and be 
to return good for evil, which is inſiſted on as 4 
it and evidence of juſtifying faith. Gal. v. 6. 
Mat. v. 44+—XxVili. 35. By the ſame faith the heart is 
fied. Acts xv. 9. The Holy Spirit, who dwells 
iever and works faith in his heart 232 

in him likewiſe all thoſe meek and amiable diſpoſiti 
III GY WEIS by 7 = 
meaſure, is changed into the image 0 RIST, 
1 Cor, iii. 16. Gal. v. 22. 2 Cor. i, 48. This 
faith ſets Rim upon the conſcientious diſcharge of all re- 
lative and ſocial duties; and leads him to behave in 
every capacity and ſtation as in the Fght of God, and 
to walk. continually in His fear, according to the rule 
of His: word. Acts ix. 31. Through faith in Chriſt 
is dead to fin, which therefore muſt no reign itt 
his mortal body : and Wr the divine pro- 
— — nv leanſe bimſelf from all 

ſhall not prevail, to cleanſe bimſe | 
filthineſs of the fleſh and fpirit, perfaing holineſs in the 


fear of Gov. Rom. vi. 2, 11, 12, 14. 2 Cor. vi. 26. 


and vii. 1. Faith gvercomeath the world. 1 John v. 4. 
The believer reſting on CnRisr, who bath already 
conquered for him, cannot be moved from his hopes by 
any temporal aſſaults, or changes, and is ſuperior 
to all troubles, afflictions, and even death itſelf, 
whilſt be looks not at the things which are ſeen, but at 
#hd things. wbich| are not. ſeen. John xvi. 3 
Rorm.vin. 35-39. 2 Cor. iv; 18; Being really taught 
to eye the world as an enemy, he renounces the wiſdom, 
and abhors the evil practices of it, looks with indiffer- 
and glories, dreads its enſnar- 
ing blandiſhments more than its frowns, ſets bis affe ions 
on things above, not on things on the earth, and thus is 
«rucified to that world who crucified the Lord of Glory. 
Col, iii. 2. Gal. yi, 14. 1 Cor. ii, 8, He has ſure * 


D, and that his enemies 
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8 
that bis treaſure is in heaven; for bis heart is bers alſo; 
which cannot be true of any unregenerate and worldly. 

for the thoughts, deſires, cares; purſuits" and 
appineſs of ſuch an one are below, ſenſual and*#arthly 
and this is manifeſt from his converſation. Mat. vi. 421. 
Phil. iii. R Holmeſs is ſecured in the cbvenant of 
ace on a footing equally ſtable with'jufification itjelf ; 


that without it no man ſhall fee the Lord. Heb: xii. 14. 


Gop, who engaged to forgive all the iniquities of His 
peopte, engaged alſo to put His fear and write Hir law 
in their beartis, to give them @ new heart and a nom ſpirit, 
to cauſe them to wall in His flatutes, to keep Hts 
Judgments and do them. Jer. xxxi. 33, with Heb. x. 16. 


Jer. xxxii. 40. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. All known ſin, 


even in thought, %s become abominable to them: and 
they hate it becauſe fin is hateful to God, and rebeMlion 
againſt nu whom they are now made willing to ſerv; 
and becauſe CnztsT died to put it away; and becauſe 
they find by experience that fin is their worſt. enemy; 
and that if allowed, or perſiſted in, it darkens all their 
evidences, and deſtroys all their —— comſort and 
happineſs. In a word, the end of their obedience is, 
not to -juſtify themſelves before God, or to gain the 

ſe of men, which they are taught not to expect: 
bur it is to He forth the praiſes f H who bath called 
them out of darkneſs into His marvellous. light, and to 
adorn the deftyine of "God their. Saviour in all-things. 


John xv. 19. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Tit. ii. xo. Bleſſed are 
they who are taught by real experience theſe ineſtimable 


truths, and who have learnt, not the form only, but 
che power of godlineſs.” 2 Tim. iii. 8. And may I not 
add, bleſſed are we as a national Church, whoſe ftanding 


God's word * ? This has been proved in many pen: 


tn be enen, afultd akugy in e pred thing (Gul, ir. 
nor un ue our peculiar privileges, ncith - 
this nation has been cmainently favoured in the refper 
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pily circumflanced is the faithful minifer, who, whilſt he publiſhes 


| (ww) 
by undeniable teſtimonies ; and more, in abundance, 


might be produced, if there were occaſion, It alſo ap- 


pears that theſe precious truths, like links of the ſame 

Iden chain, do ſo hang together by neceſſary connec- 
tion and conſequence, that it is impoſſible to remove 
one without deſtroying the harmony and injuring the 
validity of the whole. But this can never be done; for 


being that doctrine, by the knowledge of which Gop it 


pleaſed to bring ſinners to Himſelf, it has living /eals 
to its Truth in every age; and muſt ſubſiſt, againſt the 
united oppoſition of earth and bell, till all the redeemed 
are gathered in, and that day arrive, when the Loxo 
Jzsvs ſball be revealed from heaven, with His mighty 


angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeange on them that 


KNOW. uot 'GoD, and that OBEY not i SPEL of our 
Loxp Jesus CHrisT; who ſhall be p 3, 
the glory of His power, when He ball come to be glorified in 


2 Theſſ. i. 


above-mentioned. Happy is the let of thoſe in the 2 who 


are privileged to receive from the Church's ſervants that pure 


ſome doctrine which ſhe has taken from the book of God! hip- 


Turns, which haye ever been hated by ungodly men and 


ee in 
the world, is enabled to the mouths of gainſayers from thoſe very 


STANDARDS which he 8. tots profeſſed to believe ! But we ſhould 


ever remember, that men are nothing in themſekves z and when uſeful to 


others are xo more than infliruments in His hand, from whom proceed 
both the means and the bleſing. Above all then let praiſe be aſcribed to 
Gop, who, becauſe He would make His mercy known in a guilty land, 
was pleaſed to lead our firſt Reformers by His Spirit into the true know- 
ledge of His word z and cauſed fuch a blaze of Goſpel light to burſt from 
the depths of ſatanical darkneſs as ſhone from ſhore to ſhore, and from 
the cottage to the throne z and which we pray our fins may never provoke 
Him to withdraw !-- And who alſo, in farther confirmation of the 
TRUTH, gave His ſervants firength to defend it at the loſs of all beſides, 
and to ſeal their teflimony wwith their blood, which they efleemed the higheſt 
honour to be met with in a revolted world, and were THANKFUL | 
Foo tribulation and 3 alſo remind Nn 
4 in EARTHEN weſſels EXCELLENCY of the POWER 
Go and not of Us. 3 Cor. iv. 7. — 


THE END. * 
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